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Putting a spotlight on epilepsy

Musician Jim Armstrong motivates at upcoming Buskerkest

By Elisa lonadi

here’s no better way %0 end
the summer than having a
good time while support-
ing a good cause, Buskerfest,
the larpest street festival in To-
ronto, will wow crowds in St
Lawrence Market from Thursday
Aug. 27 to Susday Aug. 30 all
in support of Epilepsy Toronto, a
non-peofit organization that sup-
¢ who have been afe

fected with epilepsy.

Canadian musician Jim Arm-
strong is one of the many perform-
ers (ncluding magiciss, mames,
jugglers and fire-becathers) taking
part in the Scotiabank-sponsored
festival, Beyood being “thnlled
10 be inchuded among the terrific
roster of imitersational artists”
Ammstrong, who has epilepsy, also
has a personal commection to the
cvent

“BuskerFest serves as a highly
emtertaining way 1o bring out the
crowds and cducate people about
cpilepsy while mising funds to
keep this important chanty orga-
NIZAoN 1 operation,” he says.

Amastrong s an avid sup-
porter of Epiepsy Toroeso, and
his upcomsng performance al
BuskerFest 1s his katest showing
of support. In fact, every March,

Armstromg and his band perform
at their Somic Deli Records™ An-
oual Benefit Concert for the onga-
nralxn

“Epilepsy Toronsto is run by a
great bunch of people who really
care,” says Armstrong

The multi-talested  singer-
songwriter has had a Jot of success
since Soas Deli Records lasmched
his debat albumn Mudtown in 2007,
which had reviewers companng
his sound 10 the bkes of Bruce
Springsteen and Steve Earle

Armstrong has just wrapped up
his latest album, Jusction Road,
which will be released om Sept. 25
with the CD release party taking
place on the same day at the Cadil-
Ia¢ Lounge. "Our fans can expect
an album that rocks and grooves.

the kevel of musicianship 15 ex-
taordinary,” explains Armstrong.

Besides playing a good show
for his fams and promoting has CD,
Armmstrong wantls 10 make sure
that everyone leaves Buskerkest
with an understanding of epilepsy
and how they cam help o, “If |
can teach people what to do to
help 2 person expenencing 3 o
aure or if | can be a good example
10 someone whohas cpilepsy, then
| feel like | am making 8 worth-
while contribetion 1o society,”
says Armstrong. @

The | 0th arnual edirion of Bus-
kerFest takes place around the S
Lawrence Market neighbowrhood

from Aug 27-Aug. 30. Admiszion

is free with a voluntary donation
to Epilepsy Tovorto



